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Sensitivity of Shorelines Potentially Impacted by the 2010 Oil Spill
U.S. Geological Survey Rocky Mountain Geographic Science Center

Base data derived from multiple scale U.S. Geological  Survey digital information.
All data are projected to UTM, Zone 16, NAD83.

Produced at the U.S. Geological Survey Rocky Mountain Geographic Science Center³
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Oil Spill-RADARSAT, May 8, 2010
Oil Spill-Overflight, May 9, 2010

G u l f  o f  M e x i c o

Oil Spill data courtesy of the State of Louisiana Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (http://gohsep.la.gov/oilspill.aspx)

Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI)
Shoreline Types

1A-Exposed rocky shores
1B-Exposed, solid man-made structures
2A-Exposed wave-cut platforms
2A+-Exposed wave-cut platforms (most sens)
2B-Exposed scarps and steep slopes in clay
3A-Fine to medium-grained sand
3A+-Fine to medium-grained sand (most sens)
3B-Scarps and steep slopes in sand
3B+-Scarps and steep slopes in sand (most sens)
4-Coarse-grained sand
4+-Coarse-grained sand (most sens)
5-Mixed sand and gravel beaches
5+-Mixed sand and gravel (most sens)
6A-Gravel beaches
6A+
6B-Riprap
6B+-Riprap (most sens)
7-Exposed tidal flats
7+-Exposed tidal flats (most sens)
8A-Sheltered rocky shores and scarps
8A+-Sheltered rocky shore and scarps (most sens)
8B-Sheltered solid man-made structures
8B+-Sheltered solid man-made structures (most sens)
8C-Sheltered riprap
8C+-Sheltered rip-rap (most sens)
9+-Sheltered tidal flats (most sens)
9A-Sheltered tidal flats
9A+-Sheltered tidal flats (most sens)
9B-Vegetated low banks
9B+-Vegetated low banks (most sens)
10A-Salt- and brackish-water marshes
10A+-Salt- and brackish-water marshes (most sens)
10B-Freshwater marshes
10B+-Freshwater marshes (most sens)
10C-Swamps
10C+-Swamps (most sens)
10D-Scrub-shrub wetlands
10D+-Scrub-shrub wetlands (most sens)

- Mississippi River Delta and Northern Gulf Coast

Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) data courtesy of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Office of Response and Restoration
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