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A. Page 1: “Green Box” narrative text – 2nd paragraph 
Comment: Change “Socioeconomic changes, demographic changes, and land-use changes in Gateway Communities…” to Socioeconomic, demographic, and land-use changes in Gateway Communities.
Resolution: Modified narrative text as suggested.
B. Page 1: “Green Box” narrative text – 3rd paragraph 

Comment: It is not clear to the reader how land-use activities on federal public lands such as conventional and alternative energy development are impacting surrounding Gateway Communities.
Resolution: Substituted the term “land-surface disturbances” for land-use activities to improve reader comprehension regarding the environmental and societal issues affecting adjacent Gateway Communities from energy development.
C. Page 1: “Green Box” narrative text – 3rd paragraph 

Comment: Reword the 3rd paragraph narrative text with suggested revisions.
Resolution: The 3rd paragraph text has been revised as follows:
“However, land-surface disturbances on federal public lands such as conventional and alternative energy development, which impact surrounding Gateway Communities are also environmental and societal issues that federal land and adjacent regional community planners need to consider in their long-range land-use planning.”
D. Page 1: Gateway Community Definition section – 3rd paragraph 

Comment: Reviewer felt that the 1st and 2nd sentences in the 3rd paragraph were redundant. 
Resolution: The 2nd sentence was revised as follows to hopefully eliminate the perception of redundancy with the 1st sentence and to clarify why USGS researchers focused on Micropolitan Statistical Areas.
“The future preference towards more rural isolated communities with natural amenities (Figure 1) and recreational opportunities, influenced USGS researchers to focus the M3West investigation on Micropolitan Statistical Areas …”
E. Page 2: Geographic Research Objectives section – 1st paragraph

Comment: H.R. Bill 585 (Gateway Communities Cooperation Act) specifically mentions federal lands of the National Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management.  These federal land management agencies are mentioned in reference to what as part of the HR 585 Bill?

Resolution: Revised and integrated the 1st and 2nd paragraphs as follows to clarify the relevancy of the HR 585 Bill to the M3West geographic research objectives.

“Public federal lands managed by the National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), U.S. Forest Service (USFS), and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) are geographically concentrated in the (11) western states of the U.S. (Figure 2). According to the H.R. Bill 585 (Gateway Communities Cooperation Act), these protected recreational areas attract Gateway Community visitors and future residents due to the close proximity of natural, as well as, cultural amenities.”
F. Page 2: Geographic Research Objectives section – 3rd paragraph

Comment: The 3rd paragraph was unclear to the Reviewer regarding “how prioritized Gateway Communities will be selected as study sites.”

Resolution: Modified the narrative text for the 3rd paragraph as follows to clarify Gateway Community study site selection criteria.
Gateway Communities will be selected as study sites for monitoring urbanization intensity and density, urban encroachment on adjacent federal lands, and public land recreational demands based on an inventory of western U.S. federal lands within a specific buffer distance, population growth rates and economic strength rankings for western U.S. Micropolitan Statistical Areas.

G. Page 2: Research Strategy and Approach section – 1st paragraph

Comment: Change the narrative text for the 1st paragraph to improve interpretability of the relationships between population rapid population and economic growth and Gateway Communities. 
Resolution:  Modified narrative text as follows to improve reader understanding regarding Gateway Communities and rapid population and economic growth.
“Since Gateway Communities often experience rapid population and economic growth, USGS derived 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year population growth rates based on 2000-2009 Census Bureau Population Estimates …”
H. Page 2: Research Strategy and Approach section – 3rd paragraph

Comment: Reviewer was confused by the different timeframes mentioned such as 2000 to 2006 for the national housing boom, 2006 to 2009 for the housing foreclosure crisis, and the 2004 to 2008 time period for the population growth-economic strength ranking.
Resolution: Inserted the phrase “standardized timeframe of 2004-2008” to clarify to the reader that this time period was used since it covered portions of both the national housing boom as well as the foreclosure crisis.
I. Page 3: Research Strategy and Approach section – 5th paragraph

Comment: Change the 2nd sentence wording from “The travel category distances were mileage values used previously by the BLM” to “The travel distances were mileage values established previously by the BLM.”
Resolution: Modified narrative text as suggested.
J. Page 3: Research Strategy and Approach section – 5th paragraph

Comment: Separate the 3rd run-on sentence into two shorter sentences describing the logic behind selecting 25-miles as the travel buffer distance for the Gateway Community “Sphere of Influence.”
Resolution: Revised the narrative text as follows to eliminate the run-on sentence.
The preferred travel distance of 25-miles was selected for the “Sphere of Influence” of a Gateway Community study site. The entire land-surface area covered by the study area is approximately equal to a large landscape-level framework such as a BLM resource management planning area used for managing federal public lands.
K. Page 3: Gateway Community Research Products section – 1st paragraph

Comment: Reword the 2nd sentence based on suggested narrative. 
Resolution:  Revised the 2nd sentence as follows.
Available county-level land parcel data (Figure 5) and the Environmental Protection Agency Office of Smart Growth land-use development classification standards will be used to map the Gateway Community human environment.

